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Tenacity
The days following the Covenant Meeting saw a flurry of activities for Rev Nga. On 20 June 1971, a final 
meeting, chaired by then-Bishop Yap Kim Hao and attended by Methodist pastors and lay leaders interested 
in the Toa Payoh Project, was held at Wesley MC. At the meeting, Rev Nga was authorised to prepare the 
tender form & other documents and submit them together with a deposit to HDB by 22 June 1971. Undeterred 
by the tight timeline, Rev Nga worked tirelessly till the early hours of the deadline to prepare the required 
documents, which precipitated the following sequence of events:

Time Event
6.30am The tender form and other documents were submitted to Foochow MC for the sponsor’s 

endorsement.
1.00pm The endorsed documents were collected from Foochow MC.
2.00pm A cheque for $16,000, amounting to 5% of the tender price of $320,000 for a land area of 

63,055 square feet, was collected from the Treasurer of Wesley MC.
3.45pm Together with the late Rev Richard E Ong, District Superintendent (Singapore) for the 

Singapore-Malaya Annual Conference, Rev Nga went to the late Mr Yong Ngim Djin’s 
(an educator and Methodist leader) residence to obtain his signature on the tender 
documents.

4.50pm Rev Nga then rushed to the HDB office at Maxwell Road to submit the tender documents 
and deposit, just before the office closed. (There were no mass rapid transit and electronic 
submission in those days).

  
Between 22 June and 5 August 1971, Rev Nga continued to make visits to more than 100 homes to discuss 
and answer some 500 enquiries about the Toa Payoh Project from interested parties.

We Got It!
On 5 August 1971, HDB informed the Secretary of the 
Trustees of the Methodist Church in Malaysia (the Methodist 
Church in Singapore had not yet been formed then) of the 
successful tender. A 99-year lease of the plot of land at 480 
Lorong 2 Toa Payoh would be offered to the Trustees. 

As it was urgent to formally accept HDB’s offer and 
raise the necessary funds, a meeting was convened 
on 9 August 1971 (Singapore’s National Day) at Faith 
MC. At this meeting, the Methodist Church Toa Payoh 
Project Committee (MCTPPC) was formed. The following 
persons were elected to serve in the Executive Committee: 

Mr Diong Woong Ding   Chairman
Mr Ding Bing Hock   Secretary
Mr Wong Ha Hee    Treasurer
Rev T.C. Nga   Secretary-General cum Project Manager
Mr Billie Cheng   Programmes and Activities
Mr Chiang Kuo Chi   Fundraising
Mr Tommy Yeo Chew Hoo  Building Planning and Supervision
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T.C. NGA

I N  L O V I N G  M E M O R Y  O F

14 AUGUST 2019, WEDNESDAYFAITH METHODIST CHURCH
*Details of the service will be provided closer to the date.

REVEREND
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