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ActNow! (Applying Christ’s Teaching NOW) follows the weekly sermon series of TPMC, and challenges us to apply and put into practice the 
biblical truths we hear each week. It is the recommended Bible discussion material for TPMC’s Connect Groups, and leader’s notes are 

available to all Connect Group Leaders and at the Information Counter. 

What Does the Bible Say? About Worship 
Deuteronomy Deuteronomy Deuteronomy Deuteronomy 12:12:12:12:1111----14141414, John , John , John , John 4:194:194:194:19----24242424    

Rev Rev Rev Rev Poh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi Hui    

    

SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• God in Deuteronomy 12 commands worship of Him to be offered only in a particular place.  His 

people were constantly on the move as they had not reached the Promised Land. During the journey, 

occupants in the land His people were passing through were worshipping other gods and lived 

wickedly.  God was against such practices and to guard his people from turning away from Him, 
God commanded the people to seek the place He chose to worship Him. Their choice of the place 

to worship would thus reflect if they were worshipping Him, some other gods or even themselves. 

 

• When they reached the land that God had given to them, God’s people had settled in the Promised 

Land and enjoyed God’s blessings of safety, prosperity and stability. The Gospel of John records 

that Jesus directed the Samaritan’s concern from location of worship to the object of worship and 
the kind of worshippers whom the Father seeks. God had saved us from the greatest of all enemies 

of humanity: sin and death. He has done that through the death and resurrection of His Son Jesus 

Christ as an atonement for our sins. This revelation of the fullness of God’s love for us, guaranteeing 

our resurrection from the dead to eternal life is no wonder why we want to worship Him. Thus, the 
Bible is saying that the “where” of our worship is only as important as the “who” it reflects as our 

object of worship. That is, who we are worshipping determines the choice of our location of worship. 

 

• “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24).  Jesus didn’t 

want to focus on the location of worship, but to drive the point on what/who was worshipped, and 

the kind of worshipper whom the Father seeks – i.e. those who worship in spirit and in truth. Jesus 
is the truth about God, sent to the world to reveal the fullness of the truth of who God is. Therefore 

to worship “in spirit and in truth” is to worship the one true God as fully revealed in Jesus His Son 
whom the Holy Spirit bears witness to. When we are born of the Holy Spirit, we are spirit. As spirit, 

we allow the Holy Spirit to guide and shape our inclinations and desires, over our fleshly inclinations 
and preferences. Where the two collide, we are to worship God by denying our flesh, conforming our 

decisions to the Holy Spirit’s guiding and shaping and prioritising the Spirit. 
 

• Applying this to how we worship God at TPMC, the pastors and leaders have prayerfully considered 

our worshippers’ spiritual formation and church resources and will be focusing their efforts on in-
person worship thus reducing the availability of online services. While there is no one call that is closer 

to Jesus’ way than the other, let us encourage one another to join the Home Coming on 5th June, 

stay connected in fellowship and community, and stand firm in being one in worship of the one God, 

one Spirit and one Christ.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    
RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. Jesus says, “But the hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshippers will worship the Father 
in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship Him.” The fact that God seeks 

true worshippers, implies that there are false worshippers. Who do you think constitute false 
worshippers? Afterall, man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart (1 

Samuel 16:7). 

 
 
 
 

    

REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  
2.  Jesus is saying that the “where” of our worship is only as important as the “who” it reflects as our 

object of worship. That is, who we are worshipping determines the choice of our location of 
worship. How does this guide our attitudes, actions and decisions on worshipping God? 

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: Philippians 3:3; John 14:6] 
 
 

 
 

 
RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. As we marvel at the revelation of the fullness of the Father’s love for us, how can we worship Him, in 
spirit and in truth, to give God due honour and praise?  

 
[Verses to help us go deeper: 2 Timothy 3:16, Psalm 141:2; Luke 4:8; Colossians 3:16] 
 

    

    

    

PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank the Father for His steadfast love that never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they 

are new every morning; great is His faithfulness.    

• Pray for wisdom to manage our time so that we always make time to worship God in our busyness 

in spirit and in truth. Ask the Spirit to search our hearts and attitudes and confess to the Lord when 

we have not truly given Him due worship but just the superficial forms of worship.    

• Pray for obedience to His commands – to love the Lord our God with all our heart and with all our 

soul and with all our might. 
    

    
SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    

 
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth. [John 4:24] 


