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ActNow! (Applying Christ’s Teaching NOW) follows the weekly sermon series of TPMC, and challenges us to apply and put into practice the 
biblical truths we hear each week. It is the recommended Bible discussion material for TPMC’s Connect Groups, and leader’s notes are 

available to all Connect Group Leaders and at the Information Counter. 

What Does the Bible Say? About Service 
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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• The Gospel according to John records how the Lord Jesus taught and demonstrated to His disciples 

how they ought to serve as He did while He was on earth with them. The core of Christian discipleship 

and how a believer can become more Christlike, is to serve as Jesus Christ served. 

 

• Jesus Christ Himself ServedJesus Christ Himself ServedJesus Christ Himself ServedJesus Christ Himself Served. Before the Feast of the Passover, during supper, Jesus washed His 

disciples’ feet. It was customary for a servant to take on this role. When Peter protested to be served 
by the Lord, Jesus told His disciples that He was setting an example of service for them. If He is their 

Lord and Teacher who washed their feet, they too also ought to “wash one another’s feet” i.e. take 

on a servanthood attitude to serve one another (cf. John 13:2-9, 12-15). As the Servant King, it is 

Jesus’ nature to serve. Therefore, regardless of our positions and our status in life, we all can and 
ought to serve one another as He did.  

 

• Jesus Christ HimseJesus Christ HimseJesus Christ HimseJesus Christ Himself Servedlf Servedlf Servedlf Served,,,,    unto His Deathunto His Deathunto His Deathunto His Death. The greatest act of service which the Lord rendered 

for the world was by dying on the cross for the sins of the world (John 1:29; 3:16-17). During the 

washing of feet, Jesus told Peter, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you 

will understand.” (v7). The Lord was alluding to the fact that, that very night, He would be arrested 
and make the greatest act of service by dying on the cross for all of us. It is in the accepting of Jesus’ 

death and what it means for us, that we have a share of life eternal in Him (John 13:8; Romans 6:8). 

In His earthly mission and calling, Christ was willing to serve unto death. “For even the Son of Man 

did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). 
Sometimes serving can be difficult and it requires dying of the self to truly serve others as God calls 

each individual.  
 

• Jesus Christ Himself Served unto His Death, even for His EnemiesJesus Christ Himself Served unto His Death, even for His EnemiesJesus Christ Himself Served unto His Death, even for His EnemiesJesus Christ Himself Served unto His Death, even for His Enemies. The Lord knew that one of His 

disciples would betray and deliver Him to the cross. Yet, He willingly served and washed Judas 
Iscariot’s feet.  

 

• In John 13, Christ charged His disciples three times to serve – “you also ought to wash one another’s 

feet” (v14); “that you should do as I have done to you” (v15); “blessed are you if you do them” (v17).  

Serving is not an optional choice in Christian discipleship. The Lord Jesus exhorts His disciples to 

serve as He Himself served.  
 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    
RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. Think of a recent experience and share how you felt when you were involved in serving. Briefly share 

the outcome and one lesson you learnt from this incident.  
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REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  
2. God helps believers to grow in discipleship through serving one another. What principles could you 

draw from the following scripture text concerning serving in Christ? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: Psalm 100:2-3; 1 Samuel 12:22-24; Colossians 3:22-24] 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. In washing the feet of His disciples, Jesus Christ was doing the work of the lowliest servants which 
reveals His love, humility and servanthood attitude. How does it challenge you in the way you serve 

others where God has put you now? Share one way you could serve in following Christ’s example. 

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 John 4:7-10, 3:18; Galatians 5:13; Philippians 2:3-5] 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank God for our Lord Jesus who is our perfect example of a servant leader. 

• Ask God to show us areas in our attitudes and actions where we are lacking in serving and ask for 

His strength to help us persevere serving despite challenges. 

• Ask the Lord to bless the work of our hands so that Christ is glorified. 

    
    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    
 

“For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to 
you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent him. If you 

know these things, blessed are you if you do them.” [John 13:15-17] 


