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What Does the Bible Say? About Community 
Rev Ming Feong Ching 

 
SERMON SYNOPSIS 
 

● Redwood trees are the largest in the world, but their roots are shallow. Instead, they spread 

wide, intertwining and interlocking with the roots of other redwood trees beside them; giving 

each other strength and stability. Similarly, we need the community of other believers to survive 

and stand firm. Our Christian faith was always intended to be grown and lived out in community, 

as opposed to how many today understand faith as being a “private matter”.  

 

● In the first chapter of Genesis, God calls each aspect of creation ‘good’ as He is creating. The 

first time He said something was “not good” before sin entered the world was in Genesis 2:18 

when He said that it is not good for the man to be alone (which is why He created Eve to be a 

companion to Adam). Even in the garden of Eden before the fall, God shows that community is 

essential to life.  

 

● God Himself lives in a community of the Trinity, with perfect love between the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. The theme of community continues throughout the Bible, concluding in Revelation 

where God makes His dwelling place with us, and we live in perfect harmony with the 

community of believers “from every tribe and people and language” (Revelation 21:3, 7:9) 

 

● While we look forward in eager expectation to this future community, we are called to build a 

community here on earth. This is not an easy process because of our human sinfulness and 

imperfection, which often causes conflicts, disappointment and betrayal. Sin brings about 

shame and broken relationships. After Adam and Eve sinned, they started to shift the blame 

between each other, and were ashamed of each other. Sin hinders our ability to create true, 

authentic, loving community. Building relationships between people is risky, and we will 

sometimes end up hurting each other even in church.  

 

● As Christians, though, we build this community enabled by the Grace of God. At the cross, the 

perfect community of the Trinity was broken for a time, so that our sin could be atoned for and 

we would be enabled to live in community with God and one another. We are also not left to 

build this community alone; we have the Word of God and the enabling of the Holy Spirit. 

 

● We can respond to this biblical truth in 3 practical ways – make a “vow of stability”1; come back 

for in-person services and church life; be a part of and participate in a Connect Group.  

 
1 In the Benedictine monastic way of life, one vow or commitment to help grow in spiritual formation is the vow of stability. 

It means being committed to stay in a faith community, willing to look for God in the constancy of this community’s rhythm 

of life, rather than seeking God in ever-changing places and varied routines. This includes allowing oneself to be shaped 

and molded by the community, to pray together, work for the sake of the community needs, listen to others, and not run 

away when things seem frustrating, boring or hopeless.  
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 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
RELATE 
1. How have you experienced community in your journey as a Christian? Who has been in your 

Community of Faith?  
 
       
 
REFLECT  
2. Why is community important for us as we live out our Christian lives? What is it about the Christian 

community that makes it different from other social communities? 
 
[Verses to help us go deeper: John 17:21-23; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Acts 2:44-47] 
 

 
 
 
 
RESPOND 
 
3. In our post-modern world today, people constantly seek out new experiences and people for the 

next feel-good factor. When things and relationships get difficult, they leave. Commitment is not 
valued as it opposes the idea of not wanting to be “tied down”. These ideas may have subtly crept 
into our lives as we see people seeking after the next spiritual high, following charismatic 
preachers, church-hopping etc. How does practicing the vow of stability (see definition in the 
footnote of page 1) help you grow as a disciple and as a community of faith? 
 
[Verses to help us go deeper: Galatians 6:2; Philippians 2:3-8] 
 

 
 
PRAYER POINTERS 

● Thank God that He has built us for community and has given us both examples to follow 
through His Word and the enabling of the Holy Spirit to guide us.  

● Pray for ourselves as we go about building the community of faith in our church, that we will do 
it in a way worthy of our calling, that bears each other’s burdens and builds up each fellow 
Christian.  

● Pray that the world will see our community and be drawn to its love and join us in growing 
God’s kingdom on earth.  

 
SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON 
 
I, therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. [Ephesians 4:1-3, ESV] 
 


