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ActNow! (Applying Christ’s Teaching NOW) follows the weekly sermon series of TPMC, and challenges us to apply and put into practice the 
biblical truths we hear each week. It is the recommended Bible discussion material for TPMC’s Connect Groups, and leader’s notes are 

available to all Connect Group Leaders and at the Information Counter. 
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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• Churches come in many different forms in terms of their service styles and denominations. There are 

several views on what a church is. Some people think that a church is called to teach others about 

the mysteries and spiritual things of God that we do not know; to teach and help believers live a 

spiritual life. Others think that church refers to a building, or mainly key people like the pastors and 
those serving on the chancel on Sunday services (i.e. worship leaders, musicians, preachers).  

 

• The church is an expression of God’s love. The distinct mark of a true disciple of Christ is love, whom 

the Holy Spirit will fill and build His church. Loving one another is not simple, and in a church with 

imperfect people, we hurt others, or get hurt by people. But a church is where hurting people are 

drawn to experience love. By loving one another in difficult times, we become a witness to the world 
as an expression of God’s love. The world will be drawn by such love.  

 

• In our church ministries, we talk and practise love, especially in small groups such as the Connect 

Groups. Here we share deeply our needs and challenges, and when we are hurting, members can 

come alongside and lift us up. We share our love when we experience love. 

 

• The church is a Family of God (1 John 5:1), not just with believers in other churches in Singapore, 

but also with Christians all around the world – different races and languages. This gives us a foretaste 

of what it would be like in heaven gathering as a family and God being our Father. This is why we 

can and should pray for one another. The church is also called the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 

12:27). When a part of the body hurts, the whole body is hurt. As a body of Christ, we lift up and 
care for one another.  

 

• The church is also known as the Temple of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:19-22). This temple becomes 

the dwelling place and hosts the Lord’s presence. When we gather, God is present with us. That is 

when we encounter Him. The church is also called The Bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27). We are 

called to be a church to help one another to be ready for the Lord, to be pure and holy, holding one 
another accountable.  

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    
    

RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. When we talk about church, describe your mental picture of what a church is like. What are some 

things that a church must have? What must a church practice in order to be called a church, and 
not a social gathering of believers? 
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REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT  

2. What does the Bible show us about the positive and negative situations, characteristics, actions of 
the early churches? (The church only existed after Pentecost). How do you think our Heavenly Father 

will feel when He sees such situations in the church with regard to His commandment in John 13:34-
35? 

 
[Verses to help us go deeper: Philippians 4:2-3; 2 Corinthians 12:20-21; 2 Corinthians 8:1-5; 

Philippians 4:14-16] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. As the Body of Christ, the Bride of Christ, the Family of God, the Temple of the Holy Spirt, and the 
expression of God’s love, what are some things we can do (individually and/or as a CG) to build and 

strengthen our church to fulfil her call? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 Peter 1:13-16; Colossians 3:12-14; 1 Corinthians 12:4-12] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

    

• Thank the Lord that we are part of His family, that we can call Him our Heavenly Father and are 

adopted as His sons and daughters. 

• Confess to the Lord that we have not loved others with our whole heart and that we grieve His Spirit 

when we fail to love another.  

• Ask the Holy Spirit to help us to humble ourselves to forgive our brothers and sisters who may have 

hurt us; and for courage and humility to also seek for forgiveness of those we have hurt by our words 

or actions.  
    

    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    

 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

[John 13:34-35, ESV] 

    


