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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• The family roles, since medieval times, have evolved to a less straight forward and more 
demanding one. During the Circuit Breaker period, to manage the spread of Covid-19 in 2020, a 
survey1 revealed that with work life integration,  mothers and fathers faced the challenges of 
managing their children, and juggling work and family responsibilities. The same survey also 
revealed that children feel most loved and connected with their parents when their parents take 
time to have chats with them. 

 

• Bishop Emeritus Dr Robert Solomon previously shared at a Family Conference that there are 
three roles that a family plays as seen in Genesis 1:28: (1) Pro-creation (2) Co-creation (3) Re-
creation /Companionship. Procreation is to have children, Co-creation is family as an efficient 
unit to raise children with certain values, educate and give them a future.  The family unit also 
plays a role in companionship for one another in this journey of life (Genesis 2:18). 

 

• The bible offers biblical witness on family, including Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham and King 
David.  There is however brokenness in companionship when Adam sinned (he blamed Eve. 
Genesis 3:12); Cain killed his brother Abel (Genesis 4:8); Jacob’s 11 sons sold their brother 
Joseph into slavery; King David’s son, Amnon, who raped his half-sister Tamar, was then killed 
by his half-brother Absalom (2 Samuel 13).  These brokenness in families continues today, for 
example, siblings fighting over family inheritance, a spike in family law cases from COVID-19 
fallouts.  

 

• The Ten Commandments, given to God’s people in the 12 tribes of Israel, provide advice on 
how to relate to God in its first 4 laws, followed by the remaining 6 laws on how to relate with 
and honour one another, offering recovery to companionship. In fact, Jesus, who was born into 
an earthly family as the son of Joseph, affirmed the importance of family through His birth. 
Growing up, Jesus pointed out a community of believers, walking and accompanying Him during 
the last years of His life on earth, as a new spiritual family, who are as binding as physical ones 
(Matthew 12:48-50). He reminded that people in relationships are not to lord over one another 
(Matthew 20:25-28) but to serve and love one another (John 13:34-35). Hence, our behaviour 
reflects Jesus in our lives. 

 

• Afterall, Jesus came so that we have life. He came to serve so we ought to serve and love one 
another. Even though family roles are less straight forward with changing times, let’s preserve 
and pray for the Holy Spirit to lead us to build our family and a church, where individuals and 
families can find a sense of belonging through Connect Groups, to be strong and to lean on.  
 

 

 

 

    

 
1 State of the Family 2022, Focus on the Family Singapore, https://www.family.org.sg/FOTFS/Blog/Social_Issues/focus-

singapore-celebrates-20th-anniversary-state-of-the-family-2022.aspx  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    
RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. The State of the Family 2020 Survey by Focus on the Family revealed that the top 3 challenges mums 
faced were i) Family’s health and safety, ii) Managing kids during stay home period, iii) Managing 

work and home responsibilities. While dads’ top 3 struggles were i) Coping with work and family 
responsibilities, ii) Financial pressure, iii) Managing children’s behaviour and problems. We all 

experienced having to stay at home during the Circuit Breaker in 2020. Do you agree/disagree with 
these survey findings? Share any other challenges you experienced in relation to your family and how 

God helped you. (Eg. Taking care of elderly parents). You can also share things you did to bond as 

a family during the Circuit Breaker to help build companionship.    
 

 

 
 

REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    
  

2. When we think of our community we tend to think of our families, both immediate and extended. 
Sometimes, we think about our friends, neighbours or coworkers.  Do you consider your brothers 

and sisters in Christ as your family as well? What unites us? Does spiritual family refer to believers 
of our church only? 

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: Ephesians 4:4-6; 1 Corinthians 12:25-26; Ephesians 2:19] 
 
 

 

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    
3. How do we know we are children of God? What are the privileges and responsibilities that come with 

being children of God and a family to one another?  

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: Matthew 12:46-50; Romans 8:12-17; 1 John 3:1,11-18] 
 

 

    

PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank our Heavenly Father for the loved ones in our lives, our families, and our larger spiritual family.  

• Ask the Holy Spirit to renew our hearts and minds, that we may learn to be humble, to put down 

pride, and seek unity and peace with one another.  

• Pray for the church, that through Connect Groups, we will lift one another up, and offer 

companionship as we work to submit and do the will of the Father together. 
    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    
 

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we 
are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him…. By this we know love, 

that He laid down His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has 
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love 

abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. [1 John 3:1, 16-18] 


