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Warning Against Perversion 
Jude 1Jude 1Jude 1Jude 1----16161616    

Rev Rev Rev Rev Poh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi HuiPoh Zhi Hui    

    

SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• We live in a time when it can be confusing to be Christians.  Organizations calling themselves 

churches may be deemed heretical cults or have nothing to do with Christianity by the larger 

orthodox Christians.  Churches with the same denominational name as us do not have the same 

position in crucial issues of faith and morality.  People may be misled to take the wrong path that 
led them not towards but away from God. 

 

• The early churches faced the same confusion too. People who professed to be followers of Christ 

were teaching something different from what the apostles of Jesus had passed down about 

Christian faith and way of life according to Jesus.  People seemed to be taking to these new and 

different teaching as they used the same religious words and were more appealing to the carnal 
mind.  The problem was serious enough for Jude to warn and instruct them when they find 

themselves in a similar situation, so as to stay on the right path to God.  

 

• Jude urged the churches to put up a struggle to defend “the faith” (Jude 1:3).  This faith implies an 

absolute and objective content of orthodox called apostolic Christianity, traceable to the apostles 

who were commissioned by Jesus to teach others to trust and follow Him. The apostolic teaching 
on God’s grace, out of His love for us, atones our sins, justifies, transforms and sanctifies us (Titus 

v2:11-14). However false teachers perverted the grace of God into a license of immorality 

reasoning that since God in His grace had atoned our sins through Jesus Christ, Christians could 

do as they pleased without fear of God’s punishment. These false teachers rejected the lordship of 
Christ, put salvation of the people at stake, enslaved them to sin and consequent judgment, and 

caused non-Christians to misunderstand Christianity as an inferior religion that rewards immorality.  
 

• In recent years, love, a fundamental and core Christian concept in apostolic Christian belief, is 

being perverted.  Scripture declares God is love. Human beings are created by God to love and be 
loved. Increasingly, churches are advocating the legitimacy and morality of homosexuality relations 

as freedom to love. This argument has confused Christians, and even mature Christians are finding 

hard to contend. The apostolic Christian concept of love is not a permissive and indulgent kind of 

love in the name of which anything goes. Instead, the love of God and therefore Christian love 
includes a concern for righteousness that places a limit on what can be done in the name of love. 

The Methodist Church of Singapore provided an official position in the Methodist Social Principles 

under “God’s Gift on Sex” section with foundations in Scripture and apostolic teachings. While we 

welcome people of all sexual orientation who wish to trust and follow Jesus to worship with us and 

join our community, we will exhort for all to abstain from pornography, adultery, promiscuity, incest 
and all manner of lust, and homosexuality practices. We will not permit such position to be 

promoted in the church.  
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• As we heed the warning and contend for our faith, there are 4 ways to guard our falling: 1) Read 

and know the Bible, 2) Know the issues in contention so that we are not easily swayed by false 
ideas, 3) Don’t idolise personalities (eg, charismatic individuals), 4) Don’t be too quick to adopt 

novel ideas. Stand firm on apostolic teaching. We are listening to this message because God loves 
us, called us to be His children and we are sure of His goodwill.  May mercy, peace and love be 

ours in abundance (Jude 1:2).  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    

RELATERELATERELATERELATE    
1. What are some of the issues of discontentment the church face today, that can threaten our faith in 

Jesus Christ?   

    

    
REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  

2. How do we recognize false teachers?  What are some of the characteristics in Cain, Balaam and 

Koran which Jude called out in Jude 1:11? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: Matthew 7:15, 2 Peter 2:12-16, 2 Peter 2:9] 

 

 
RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. Jude asked that we contend the faith, which means fight, put up a struggle to defend.  How do we 

contend for the faith through our actions in valuing God’s Word, the fellowship of the church and 

obedience to Jesus Christ? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: John 14:15, John 15:10-12; 2 Corinthians 7:1] 

 

    
PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank God for He so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

• Pray to set aside time to study the Bible diligently and know the Bible well so that we are able to 

recognize false teaching.  

• Pray for those who are struggling with sin to be able to find strength and grace to help them to live 

and draw close to God.  

• Pray for patience and love for those around us who are struggling with sexual brokenness to 

continue to pray and trust that everything is possible with our God. 

 

    
SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    

 

“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for Himself a people that 

are His very own, eager to do what is good.” [Titus 2:11-14, NIV] 


