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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• We start this new sermon series on the practices of the church to understand the distinctiveness 

and role of the Church in our faith and discipleship. Baptism is one of them and the church has 

been given this responsibility to baptise and teach. 

 

• Disciples of Christ are baptised to die to ourselves and live a new life in Christ. This is seen in the 

sacrament and covenant of baptism. Jesus gave the mandate to all His disciples in the Great 
Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). The definition of the original Greek word of baptise (Greek: 

baptizo) means to cleanse, wash and make clean; or to immerse, to submerge. 

 

• The ritual of washing and cleansing comes from the Jewish tradition of ceremonial washing for the 

purpose of purification. These outward rituals were to point to the deeper issue of how unclean 

humankind was before a holy God and how much they needed to be cleansed from sin to have a 
relationship with God. The act of cleansing points to two aspects of living in Christ – i) Dying to self, 

ii) Living with a new identity.  

 

• Baptism affirms repentance and washing of sins. Repentance is to change direction and have a 

new way of thinking – dying to ourselves and living in obedience to Christ’s commands. Baptism is 
a sign of our death and resurrection with Christ. As Christ died for our sins, we die to sin in 

ourselves. Christ was buried in the tomb, we are buried in baptism through water. Christ was 

resurrected. Through water, we are resurrected to a new life in Christ. Dying to ourselves means 

dying to our selfish thoughts, desires, attitudes and actions and living Christ’s will and way 
according to His Word and the direction of the Holy Spirit.  

 

• Jesus commands baptism in the name of the Trinity – baptise in the name of the Father, Son and 

Holy Spirit. This is our new identity as Christians and we draw reference and live according to this 

new identity, identifying with the character of God the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This 

new identity also shapes how we see and live life, from the lens of God. 
 

• Baptism also means immerse and submerge. Just as how a vegetable is baptizo/immersed in 

vinegar solution for a period of time and has a permanent change, as we are baptizo/immersed in 

the Holy Spirit and Word of God, we will see that permanent change in our lives as well.  

 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    

RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. Share your baptism experience, your thoughts and reasons for baptism. If you are not baptised, 
share reasons and concerns for not getting baptised. What does baptism mean to you? 
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REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  
2. The Apostle Paul teaches that baptism expresses our union with Christ in death and resurrection, 

and the washing of sins. What are the other significances of baptism that scriptures tell us and how 
is this seen lived out in Christian life?  

 
[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 Corinthians 12:12-13; John 3:3,5; Titus 3:3-5; Galatians 3:27] 

 
 

 

 

 
 

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. The Apostle Paul talks about the identification and union with Christ through baptism in Romans 6:3-

7. Observe the number of times Paul uses the word “with” and the idea of association in the verses 
below. How does Paul’s teaching in this aspect highlight the nature of dying to sin in our lives? What 

are some areas in your life that you need to die to and instead live a new life in Christ? 

 

Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we joined him in his 
death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the 

dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also may live new lives. Since we have been united 

with him in his death, we will also be raised to life as he was. We know that our old sinful selves were 

crucified with Christ so that sin might lose its power in our lives. We are no longer slaves to sin. For 

when we died with Christ we were set free from the power of sin. (Romans 6:3-7, NLT) 
 

    
    

    
    

    
PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank Jesus Christ for His self-giving act of dying for our sins, and the power of God to raise Him 

to life so that through Christ, we too can participate and receive new life. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal areas of your life that you need to put to death. Confess these areas to 

God and repent – change direction in thinking and action to that of Christ. 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to help you to clothe yourself with Christ each day. 

 

    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    

 

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” [Matthew 28:18-20] 

 
 

 


