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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• In the book of Acts, we see how the church gathered together to pray during the period between 

Jesus’ Ascension and the day of Pentecost, while waiting for the Holy Spirit to be given to them by 

God the Father. This was a small group of believers, only about 120 in all, but their impact was so 

great that the Jewish authorities accused them of turning the world upside down (Acts 17:6). We can 
learn from them on When to pray, Where to pray, How to pray and What Happened when they 

prayed, to understand why we pray as a church.  

 

• WHEN. After Jesus’ resurrection, He informed His disciples that He would send the Holy Spirit to 

help them, and to wait for this to happen rather than depart from Jerusalem. So, they gathered to 

pray daily in the upper room. This was a pause in the mighty acts of God, where the early church’s 
role was to wait and pray. They were praying because there were things that they needed to do 

which were beyond their ability to accomplish alone. Similarly, we need to continue to gather together 

to wait and pray, until we accomplish our mandate to be a light in our community, until every 

household comes to faith in Christ. Individually, when we are in a time of waiting (waiting to see 
promises being fulfilled), that is the time we should be praying. 

 

• WHERE. The early disciples gathered in the upper room to pray, taking refuge from the persecution 

they were facing from the religious and political leaders at that time. They were living in an 

environment and time that was hostile towards them as followers of Christ. While we do not face 

open persecution in Singapore, we do live in a world that is hostile and opposes Jesus’ name. It is 
in such an environment and backdrop that we as a church need to pray for the kingdom work of 

God in where He has placed us. 
 

• HOW. Prayer is a family matter, the early church prayed as a whole family, including both men and 

women (Acts 1:13-14). As the church comes together to pray, the Holy Spirit breaks down barriers 
between us, enabling us to pray in unity (“all these with one accord”) and with perseverance 

(“devoting themselves to prayer”).  

 

• WHAT HAPPENS. As the early church prayed together, their leadership was strengthened. We need 

to pray fervently for more leaders to rise up, and stand in the gap, to be sent to do God’s work. As 

they persevered in prayer, they saw the fulfillment of the promise of God (Acts 2:1-4). They also saw 
the church grow mightily and exponentially (Acts 2:41,47). Likewise as we gather and pray, we will 

see a new level of growth in the church.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    
RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

1. What do you feel about praying corporately (in a group)? Do you feel comfortable or uncomfortable 
and why? 

 
 

    
REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  

2. In what situations can we pray corporately (together)? What are some of the ways that God responds 

to the prayers of His people? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: James 5:13-18; John 17:20-26; Acts 12:11-17] 

 

 
 

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

3. As members of Christ’s body, how should we pray when we gather together? What are your 

concerns with regard to praying corporately (together with others in big or small groups), and how 
do you think can overcome these concerns?  

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 Timothy 2:8; Ephesians 6:18-20] 

 

    
PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Pray for ourselves that we will be courageous in our corporate prayer and public witness. 

• Pray for unity in the church that we will be a witness to the nations in the gospel with our words and 

actions. 

• The following are the prayer items that Ps Ming shared to pray as a church. Take some time as a 

CG to pray in 2-3s for: 
Local Outreach 

o TPMC Gives – our blessing projects to the community around us (eg, to the hawkers, bus 
drivers, preschool teachers and students around our church) 

o In-person Alpha Course (Oct – Dec 2022) 

o Blessing to the 3 blocks around our church 

Overseas Outreach 
o Online outreach activity – teaching English or run children’s programmes via Zoom to overseas 

missions fields 

o Missions fields and missionaries (Thailand Chiangmai – Florence, Angela & Ps John, Ps 

Clarence; Cambodia – Carol; Japan – Timothy and Jaine; Bhutan – Ps Karma; Batam) 

 
    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    
 

All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers. [Acts 1:14, ESV] 

 


