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The Church Serves 
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SERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSISSERMON SYNOPSIS    
 

• Matthew 25:25-30, which describes a master’s response to a servant who did not use the resources 

under his stewardship wisely, is set between chapters of Christ’s impending return (Chapter 24) and 

final judgment (Chapter 25).  We turn down invitations to serve because we say we have no time, 
have to attend to our work priorities and caring for our children and aged parents. While we may be 

in different circumstances, have we wondered who gave us our time, work, children and aged 
parents? Have we demonstrated that we are stewarding our resources well when the Lord returns 

to judge? 
 

• The church has to serve because it exists to serve. If we do not serve, we are likened to the lazy and 

wicked servant in the parable (Matthew 25:26). The sins of omission, what we do not do, like that of 
the servant, may ultimately be more dangerous than the sins of commission (what we do). 

 

• In Matthew 25:31-40, Jesus used sheep and goats to depict the division between believers and 

unbelievers. His sheep, the believers, obediently demonstrate what they believe by the way they act, 
treating each person they encounter with kindness. Their good works are the fruits of salvation, 

leading them to “inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” (Matthew 
25:34). The goats, the unbelievers, may be doing good works, but are not doing for Him and will go 

away to eternal punishment.   
 

• We are created to serve and serving is an effect of our salvation. Here are 5 practical steps to serving: 

 

1. SSSStart small and serve together. Even the simple task of carrying chairs for a church event/program 
is serving. 

 
2. EEEEntrust our time to Him, always available and open to his calling. Seek God on how we can use 

our time, talents and treasures that are given by Him. A good way to check our hearts is how we 
allocate our resources (ie. For ourselves or to bless others/serve God). 

 
3. RRRRetreat regularly to recharge. This is especially relevant for those who are actively serving. Setting 

aside time, such as a silent retreat, enables us to seek God for encouragement, direction and 

answers to the challenges we may face. 

 
4. VVVVerify against the word and be accountable. Discipleship in His word helps to deepen our 

relationship with God. 

 

5. EEEEnsure enduring humility. Complacency and pride set in when we are placed in leadership or 
positions of influence. Remembering that it is God who grants us the opportunity and wisdom, helps 

us to stay humble. 

 

• We pray for TPMC to focus on our Encounter to Love vision, continue to serve the community in our 

outreach efforts and where He has placed us.  
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONSDISCUSSION QUESTIONS    

    
RELATERELATERELATERELATE    

    
1. Jesus condemned the “wicked and lazy servant” who did not use the talent his master gave him, 

casting him out of the master's presence into the outer darkness.  Are there times when we are like 
this servant?  What may be some ways we could grow in using the skills, resources and opportunities 

God has given us? 
    

REFLECTREFLECTREFLECTREFLECT    

  

2. The church is one body made up of many of us who have placed their faith in Jesus. What does a 
church look like when church members step forward to serve? What are the pitfalls to avoid?   

 

[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 Corinthians 12:12-24; Matthew 6:24; James 2:15-17] 
    

RESPONDRESPONDRESPONDRESPOND    

 
3. Every follower of Christ is engaged with the brokenness of our community, seeking to address it 

and bring healing and hope to the most vulnerable.  How could we, in where we are placed, and 
as TPMC, show Christ where we serve when He returns again? 
 

[Verses to help us go deeper: 1 John 3:16-18; Ephesians 4:15-16; Matthew 25:35-36] 
    

PRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERSPRAYER POINTERS    

• Thank God for bestowing us with talents, treasures and time. Ask the Lord to grant us the wisdom 

to use these resources so that we glorify and please Him.  

• To those who are serving, we thank you for their privilege to serve you. Please grant them the peace 

and joy while they are serving and grant them the wisdom, encouragement and strength to continue 

to the work of your kingdom. Thank God for those in the church whom are faithfully serving. Pray 
for peace and joy for those who serve, encouragement and strength to continue God’s kingdom 

work. 

• For those who have yet to step up to serve, ask the Spirit to stir their hearts and grant them the 

courage to take the first step forward, to help them manage the fear of stepping forward and the 

things that hampers them from taking the step forward to serve.  

• Pray for a united Toa Payoh Methodist Church, led by humble leadership, and members who 

continues to uplift one another to spur one another in our outreach efforts to the neighbourhood and 
beyond.  

    
    

SCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ONSCRIPTURE TO MEDITATE ON    
 

“…Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for 
me.” [Matthew 25:40b NIV] 

 
 

 
 


